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have not always proved to be those of Great Britain.
But what would become of a Canada left to itself?
Could it really assure its own defence alone? The
answer is simple but takes the form of a question:
"What of the United States?" Such, in precise terms,
are the pro and the con of the new situation in which
Canada is placed.

Whatever its own wishes might be, Canada is not
isolated. It does not now have, as it once had, the
sense of security that it owed to its geographical
position and that by very- reason of its geographical
position. If it still remains part of the Commonwealth
of British Nations, it is by its own wish and for reasons
of sentiment and also interest. Were it to break to-
morrow the last wreak chain which links it still to Great
Britain and the Commonwealth nations, it would not,
by that act, cease to be an American country whose
slender population is out of proportion to its natural
wealth and the extent of its territories, whose geo-
graphical position, rather than its will or its desire, sets
out the line of its conduct. Without a certain counter-
attraction from London, what would be the result of
the attraction of the United States? Slight though it
may be, the tie which binds Canada to Great Britain
and to the Commonwealth countries, is perhaps a
necessary safeguard against the influence of Washing-
ton.

To maintain a fair balance between these two: that
is the delicate and difficult problem which Canada
must solve. Can it be done? It is still too early to say
yes or no. Thus far, in any case, though at a certain
cost, Canada has done well enough to reach a some-
what enviable position among the nations, to appear as